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Chapter Receives $500 Grant to Plant Wildflowers 

The St. Lucie Chapter of the Florida Master Naturalist Program is the recipient of 

a 2013 La Florida, Land of Flowers, Community Grant funded by Florida's state 

wildflower license plate. 

Funds from the grant will be used to purchase $500 of native wildflower seed 

which will be planted in the perimeter of the field adjacent to State Road 70 and 

Midway Road at the St. Lucie County Fairgrounds.  A site near the entrance will 

also be planted with wildflowers.   

The goals of the planting project are to build awareness and knowledge of native wildflowers and plants and their roles 

in Florida’s ecosystems.  The wildflowers will benefit native pollinators which will enhance pollination of nearby citrus 

groves and reduce the need for mowing.  Reduced mowing equates to reduced maintenance which saves energy and 

manpower. 

For information on the La Florida, "Land of Flowers," Community Planting Grant Program sponsored by the Florida 

Wildflower Foundation, please visit  http://flawildflowers.org/grants.php. 
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Save the Date:  Conference Returns in 2014  

The FMNP Annual Conference returns this year on Friday, March 28 through Sunday, March 30, 
2014 at the Radisson Resort at the Port in Cape Canaveral. 

Scheduled activities include presentations, workshops, field trips and an awards presentation.  
Exhibitors and vendors will also be onsite. 

Stay tuned for more information.   

  

FMNP WebsiteFMNP Website   

Website Re-emerges in Search Results 

Recently, you may have noticed that the Florida Master Naturalist Program homepage (http://

www.masternaturalist.ifas.ufl.edu/) was not appearing in Google search results.  When the maintenance and 

management of the FMNP website was moved from Immokalee to Gainesville earlier this year, several problems with 

the underlying website codes were discovered.   

Thanks to the hard work of the FMNP webmaster and the University of Florida IT department, the problems have been 

resolved and the FMNP homepage is once again appearing in search results.  We want to thank you for your patience 

and understanding during this process.   

For future reference, please contact info@masternaturalist.org to report any problems with the FMNP website or 

incorrect or outdated information. 

FISP and CISMAs:  Working Together to Reduce the Impact of Invasive Exotic Species 

Florida has some of the most unique landscapes 

in the world with a variety of climates from sub-

tropical to temperate.  These variations create a 

perfect environment for non-native invasive 

species.  Public and private land managers in 

Florida agree that invasive non-native species are 

a statewide problem with high ecological and 

economic costs.  The Florida Invasive Species 

Partnership (FISP) is a collaboration of federal, 

state and local agencies along with non-

government organizations, all with a stake in 

managing invasive non-native species in Florida. 

Because species can spread beyond fence lines, 

our goal is to connect private landowners and 

public land managers with invasive species 

expertise and assistance programs across 

boundaries.  All stakeholders, both public and 

private, can benefit from collaborative efforts to 

reduce the threat.  FISP increases communication, 

coordination and the sharing of resources to 

protect Florida's natural landscape. 

FISP is recognized in part for the facilitation of 

Cooperative Invasive Species Management Areas (CISMAs.)  CISMAs are an alliance of stake holders addressing invasive 

species management in geographic regions within Florida.  Since the creation of FISP in 2005, CISMAs have been created 

all over the state.  Every county in Florida is at least partially covered by a CISMA.  Florida currently has 17 CISMAs.  

CISMAs are working in Florida to: 

 Expand efforts across the landscape, rather than stopping at political or property boundaries. 

 Form a partnership of federal, state, and local government agencies, tribes, individuals and various interested 

groups that manage non-native invasive species. 

 Address the following concerns:  Prevention, Education/Awareness, Early Detection & Rapid Response (EDRR); 

Monitoring, and Integrated Pest Management.  

FISP hosts a monthly Florida CISMA call/webinar every fourth Wednesday of the month (except November and 

December due to holiday conflicts,) from 1:30-2:30 pm EST.  Everyone is welcome to participate.  For more information 

on how to join your local CISMA, or the monthly CISMA call/webinar, visit the FISP website at www.floridainvasives.org. 

A special thank you to Rose Godfrey, FISP Outreach Coordinator, for providing this story. 
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Online Database a Good Reference for Caribbean Coral and Sponge Identification 

Can you tell your Acropora palmata from your Acropora prolifera?  Coralpedia 

(http://coralpedia.bio.warwick.ac.uk/ ) can help! 

Coralpedia is an online database of Caribbean corals, octocorals and sponges that 

provides information on the biology, morphology, distribution and status of dozens of 

species. 
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Sarasota County Coastal Systems ClassSarasota County Coastal Systems Class   

September 10-25, 2013  
Registration closes at 9:00am on September 4, 2013   
(Course Code: cs13-13) 
 
Facility Information:  
Mote Marine Laboratory: MERC 
1600 Ken Thompson Parkway, Sarasota, FL 34236 
 
Instructor Information: 
Kasey Gaylord-Opalewski, Digital Learning Coordinator 
Assistant: Jason Robertshaw, Digital Media Developer  
Organization: Mote Marine Laboratory 
Phone: 941-388-4441 ext. 263 
Fax: 941-388-3503 
Email: kasey@mote.org 
Web Site: http://seatrek.org/fmnp/ 

DeSoto County Upland Habitats ClassDeSoto County Upland Habitats Class   

January 11 - February 15, 2014 

Registration closes at 9:00am on January 7, 2014 
(Course Code: uh14-02) 
 
Facility Information:  
DeSoto County Extension Office 
2150 NE Roan St, Arcadia, FL 34266 
 
Instructor Information: 
Ken Johnson, Extension Director 
Assistants: Jerry and Linda Waters 
Organization: DeSoto County Extension Service 
Phone: 863-993-4846 
Fax: 863-993-4849 
Email: kenjohnson@ufl.edu 
Web site: http://desoto.ifas.ufl.edu/  
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November 2 -December 14, 2013 

Registration closes at 9:00am on October 28, 2013 
(Course Code: cs13-17) 
 
Facility Information: 
DeSoto County Extension Office: Symons Conference Room 
2150 NE Roan St, Arcadia, FL 34266 
 
Instructor Information: 
Ken Johnson, Extension Director 
Assistants: Jerry Waters & Linda Waters 
Organization: DeSoto County Extension Service 
Phone: 863-993-4846 
Fax: 863-993-4849 
Email: kenjohnson@ufl.edu 
Web site: http://desoto.ifas.ufl.edu/  

Everglades Area Tours Seeking Ecotour Operators 

Everglades Area Tours is an educational ecotour company providing guided experiences in 

Florida’s Everglades National Park, Big Cypress National Preserve, Fakahatchee Strand State 

Preserve, the 10,000 Islands National Wildlife Refuge and Rookery Bay National Estuarine 

Research Reserve.  

Everglades Area Tours is the only ecotour provider in the area Silver Level-certified by the 

Florida Society for Ethical Ecotourism.   

Everglades Area Tours seek candidates for the following positions: 

 USCG Captain (full-time, seasonal) 

 Kayak Guide (full-time, seasonal) 

To apply, please submit a summary of your experience and interest to Captain Charles Wright at 

Charles.EvergladesAreaTours@gmail.com . 

For a complete job description, please visit http://db.tt/k0g5UoEw . 
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October 3-31, 2013 

Registration closes at 9:00am on September 27, 2013 
(Course Code: uh13-11) 
 
Facility Information: 
Ostego Bay Foundation Marine Science Center: Bonita Fish Co. Building 
718 Fishermans Wharf Fort Myers Beach, FL 33931 
 
Instructor Information: 
Joanne Semmer 
Organization: Ostego Bay Foundation Marine Science Center 
Phone: 239-765-8101 (Office) & 239-470-4993 (Cell) 
Fax: 239-463-0865 
Email: info@ostegobay.org 
Website: http://www.ostegobay.org  

October 24 - November 19, 2013 

Registration closes at 9:00am on October 18, 2013 
(Course Code: fw13-22) 
 
Facility Information: 
National Audubon's Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary: Blair Audubon Center Classroom 
375 Sanctuary Road, Naples, FL 34120 
 
Instructor Information: 
Sally Stein, Director of Public Programs   
Assistant: Bob Mohl, Corkscrew Naturalist 
Organization: Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary  
Phone: 239-348-9151 x 112 
Fax: 239-348-1522 
Email: sstein@audubon.org  
Web site: http://www.corkscrew.audubon.org  
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