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Human/Wildlife Interactions: Consequences of Feeding BearsHuman/Wildlife Interactions: Consequences of Feeding Bears     

In April, the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission was forced to euthanize several black bears which were 

habituated to humans.  Here is one of their information posts found at  MyFWC.com/News : 

FWC removes another bear from Lake Mary neighborhood 
 Monday morning the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) captured another bear that 

approached staff as they were on the scene of a recent bear attack in the Carisbrooke neighborhood of Lake Mary. 
Because this bear showed no fear of people, staff determined that it was a threat to public safety and needed to 

be put down. 
“The fact that we have come across so many bears with so little fear of humans indicates that these bears are 

highly habituated and are regularly receiving food from people,” said Dave Telesco, the FWC’s Bear Program coordinator. 
“Our staff is dedicated to wildlife conservation. Having to put down these bears is a very difficult decision, but it’s the 
right decision to ensure public safety. Unfortunately, the saying is true: ‘a fed bear is a dead bear.’” 

FWC staff will remain in the area and continue trapping efforts to remove any bears demonstrating this lack of 
fear. No action will be taken against bears that display normal wild bear behavior and avoid human contact.  

The FWC reminds residents in this area to be aware of their surroundings and always supervise pets and children 
while outdoors. The FWC relies on residents to report threatening bear behavior. Residents should contact the FWC’s 
Wildlife Alert hotline at 888-404-FWCC (3922) to report any threatening bear activity. 

If you encounter a bear at close range, remain standing upright and speak to the bear in a calm, assertive voice. 
Back up slowly toward a secure area, and be sure you are leaving the bear a clear escape route. Stop and hold your 
ground if your movement away seems to irritate instead of calm the bear. Do not run or play dead. If a black bear attacks 
you, fight back aggressively.  

Two residents of Quincy (who wish to remain anonymous) have created a scholarship that allows three 
individuals to take all three Core Module Courses to become Master Naturalists.  This couple enjoys 
kayaking and primitive camping to explore Florida’s small streams and creeks.  They themselves are 
completing the last of their Core Modules to become Master Naturalists.  They will continue to maintain 
the result of one of their final projects: “A Paddler’s Guide to the Flowering Plants of Womack Creek, 
Tate’s Hell State Forest.” http://womackcreek.wordpress.com/ . 

Through their Master Naturalist coursework, they realize the importance of early exposure to the wonders of Florida’s 
wild places.  They could think of no better way to expose more children to Florida’s wild side than to have local pre-
kindergarten teachers enrolled in the Florida Master Naturalist Program.  The Florida Master Naturalist Program heartily 
thanks this benevolent duo!  

The first scholarship recipient is Phil Worley.  His interest in natural history started as a student supporter of  Marjorie 
Carr in her opposition to the Cross Florida Canal. He will be assisting pre-school teachers at the Early Learning Coalition 
of the Big Bend.  Congratulations Phil!  We are sure that you will put this opportunity to great use! 

Here are other scholarships that provide the opportunity to participate in an FMNP course free of cost: 

FMNP Teacher Scholarship: for certified Florida teachers currently employed by a public or private K-12 
school 

The Steve A. Gaul Master Naturalist Program/ FANREP Memorial Scholarship: for any Florida formal or 
informal educator (participants must be affiliated with an organized educational organization) 

Audubon of Southwest Florida: for teachers and docents of environmental centers in southwest Florida  

Florida Native Plant Society Conradina Chapter: for FNPS Conradina Chapter members who reside in Brevard County  

Friends of Pinellas Master Naturalists: for someone who will share learned experiences with a great number of 
individuals, both younger and older. 

For more detailed information about the listed scholarships, please go to http://www.masternaturalist.ifas.ufl.edu/
students/scholarship.aspx 

Would you like to establish an FMNP scholarship?  If so, please email Kate at khellgren@ufl.edu or call (352)924-0757. 

FMNP Scholarship ShowcaseFMNP Scholarship Showcase ——Pay It Forward with Forward ThinkingPay It Forward with Forward Thinking   

Likable LinksLikable Links —— Effective Resources for FMNP EnthusiastsEffective Resources for FMNP Enthusiasts   

Remove Contact 

The FMNP is a member of the Alliance of Natural Resource Outreach and Service Programs (ANROSP).  For more 

information about ANROSP, please visit this link: http://www.anrosp.org/ .                                                                        

Another great organization that can provide insight and inspiration is the North American Association for Environmental 

Education (NAAEE).  Learn about NAAEE at: http://www.naaee.net/ . 

Florida Society for Ethical Ecotourism (Florida SEE) is having their 2014 Annual Meeting this year to be held in Punta 

Gorda.  “Florida SEE is dedicated to maintaining a professional code of ecotourism ethics in order to encourage an 

awareness and stewardship of Florida’s natural and cultural heritage...”  All are welcome at the conference!  To find out 

more about Florida SEE and their annual meeting, please see this link: http://www.floridasee.org/index.php. 

Final Project SpotlightFinal Project Spotlight   

For their Final Project, a talented husband/wife team of Master Naturalists 
built beautiful bluebird boxes and donated them to enhance bluebird hab-
itat near the Santa Rosa and Escambia County Extension offices! 
 
Pictured (left side of image) is the current Vice President of the North 
American Bluebird Society, Phil Berry, and his wife, Jackie.  To the right are 
Charles and Carol Pulley, who built and carved the boxes for their FMNP 
Uplands final project.  The second photo shows Mr. Pulley’s detailed carv-
ing with the FMNP logo. 
 

Mr. Pulley just completed his third FMNP course, earning the Master Naturalist plaque last month.  The FMNP congratu-
lates you and thanks you and your wife for your thoughtful contribution!  

As FMNP enthusiasts, we must remember to take advantage of opportunities to share our knowledge with those around 

us.  To be engaging we should meet folks where they are.  This includes the younger set.  It is important that infor-

mation gleaned from every course is shared not only with adults but with children as well.   Here’s a link put out by the 

Illinois-Indiana Sea Grant Program to help youngsters identify and understand the impacts of aquatic invasive species: 

http://www.iiseagrant.org/nabinvader/ 

To celebrate the University of Florida’s recent Bug Week, here’s another fun site:http://bugs.ufl.edu/butterfly-

personality-quiz/ 

To learn more about the importance of connecting children with nature, here’s a worthwhile 

site: http://www.childrenandnature.org/directory/ 

 

If you know of additional sites that present kid-friendly, science-based natural history infor-

mation, please email that site to info@masternaturalist.org and it may be included within a 

future newsletter.   

Genuine Junior Genius JuiceGenuine Junior Genius Juice   

With the decrease in natural habitat and the increase of human populations, people—wildlife interac-

tions are on the rise.  Minimizing negative interactions is the challenge.  University of Florida/IFAS Ex-

tension offers information and answers to complex natural resource questions through EDIS, the Elec-

tronic Data Information Source.  EDIS is a clearing house of current UF/IFAS peer-reviewed publica-

tions.  Through EDIS’s search engine, one can find articles (including the following black bear article) 

that present practical solutions to serious problems: http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/uw250 .  Regarding black 

bears, the message is clear:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

  DO NOT ALLOW BEARS TO LINK HUMANS WITH INCREASED FOOD AVAILABILITY!!  

 

Are you missing your FMNP patch or pin?  If so, please send an email to The FMNP Store http://fmnp-

store.myshopify.com/ and you may replace your valuable item! fmnpstore@sensingnature.com 

FMNP AnnouncementsFMNP Announcements   

UF/IFAS Photo 

In May 2014, the Association of Natural Resource Extension Professionals (ANREP) bestowed two awards 
on teams that included Florida Master Naturalists.  First, they bestowed the 2014 Innovative Program 
Award for the Feral Hog Management Extension Program in St Lucie County, FL on Extension Agents Ken 
Gioeli and Susan Munyan, 4-H Club Leaders Becky Rusakkis and Edna Vachon, Fairgrounds Manager Sum-
mer Ivey, and Florida Master Naturalist Joanna Huffman.  Second, they bestowed the 2014 National 
Bronze Award for Short Publications for “Living with Nature on the Treasure Coast” on Extension Agent 
Ken Gioeli and Florida Master Naturalists Mary White (Project Manager), Dave Dyer, Elsa Millard, Eva 
Ries, Linda Eastman and Graphic Artist Tracy Bryant.  Congratulations to all! 

Congratulations!Congratulations!   

Upcoming Core and Special Topics CoursesUpcoming Core and Special Topics Courses   

 Coastal Systems 

 Freshwater Wetlands 

 Upland Habitats 

 

www.MasterNaturalist.org 

 Conservation Science 

 Environmental Interpretation 

 Habitat Evaluation 

 Wildlife Monitoring 
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